Carotid stent-assisted thrombectomy in acute ischemic stroke.
Acute carotid occlusion or near-occlusion with concomitant intracranial embolism cause severe acute ischemic strokes in patients. These concomitant occlusions have suggested poor response to intravenous thrombolysis and complicate endovascular treatment. Nevertheless, endovascular stent-assisted thrombectomy may improve outcome in patients but the treatment is not without concerns. Required antiplatelet therapy to prevent stent thrombosis may increase the rate of intracranial hemorrhage, especially after recent thrombolysis. Furthermore, technical difficulties in access of the intracranial vasculature may cause adverse events, even in the hands of experienced interventionalists. These concerns currently defy the treatment in being recommended for general use and only on a compassionate basis. However, recent patient series have suggested reasonable safety and efficacy for carotid stent-assisted thrombectomy.